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Phew!  We all, thank G-d, survived the first few weeks of school.  

And it wasn’t even so bad!  It really has been great fun.  What’s 

been going on, you ask?  Well, lots!  The girls’ school is a pretty 

happening place, you know.  Just coming close to the door is 

exciting – “BLOCK WELCOMES YOU!” -- visitors are bombarded with 

welcoming posters made by some of our most dedicated, talented, 

and creative poster-makers.  Immediately upon entering the school 

building, one is overwhelmed with feelings of amazement, wonder, 

and delight.  Sounds of Torah learning, laughter, lockers closing and 

fire alarms ringing permeate the atmosphere.  At least the air 

conditioner works now!  Exactly how the fire alarm and the air 

conditioner are connected remains a mystery.  The only possible 

explanation is that we’re Block, and things like that just happen at 

Block.   And it’s exactly that spontaneity, that haplessness, that 

silliness which brings so much life and character to the school.  

Speaking of character in the school, this year we have a significant 

amount of new faculty members joining us.  Surprisingly, only one 

of them was hired through Starbucks!  The entire staff of Around 

the Block would like to extend a warm welcome to all the new 

teachers!  Now that that’s over with, we can discuss the important 

stuff -- when are we going to Starbucks??  You should be warned 

ahead of time, that we, the students, will do whatever we can to get 

you to take us out.  For some it is an obsession, for others it’s a 

sport, for everyone it’s a tradition, a ritual of sorts, to convince our 

teachers that Starbucks, Ben & Jerry’s, and even the J Café are the 

ideal classroom settings.  So what else is going on at Block?  You 

might just have to read the rest of this newspaper to find out.  Our 

creative, excited and devoted staff here at Around the Block intend 

to bring you the news.  Not necessarily the news you expect…but 

what you will soon learn is to expect the unexpected, to long for the 

intellectually stimulating articles that will enlighten you, tickle you, 

and possibly cause you to jump out of your seat and start dancing.  

Don’t say we didn’t warn you. 

Ayelet Ozar, editor

We invite you to take a walk 

around the Block!  
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WELCOME TO BLOCK!! 
As the teachers entered the school for their first faculty meeting of the year, they were greeted 

with what would have been a very pleasant surprise, had more of them noticed it.  On the 

students’ first day, once again the special greeting was left alone in a corner, wallowing in its 

own sorrow.  And what was this special greeting?  That’s right, a balloon.  A balloon, you say?  

What’s so special about a balloon?  This balloon had a deeply touching message on it:  

WELCOME HOME.  Block is truly our home.  We eat there, sometimes we sleep there, and we 

even wear our pj’s there.  And most importantly, the people who care about us are there – our 

friends, sometimes siblings, and our teachers – in essence, our Block family.  And as any family 

should, our family is growing.  This year we have many new teachers, and some of them were 

willing and able to share with us a little about themselves. 

 

Dr. Tannenbaum 

Dr. Tannenbaum is new to St. Louis and the Block Community.  He is a great addition to the 

staff of our school where he is teaching Holocaust/Zionism. 

Devorah Esrig (Devo):  Where have you 

taught before Block Yeshiva? 

Dr. Tannenbaum (DT):  Stanford (teaching 

assistant), University of California, NYU, 

Queens College, Missouri- Southern State 

University  

Devo:  It seems that you've had a lot of 

teaching experience but never at a high 

school. What have you found different 

about teaching at a high school? 

DT:   I can't assign as much reading in a high 

school.  At the Universities at which I have 

taught I was known for assigning enormous 

amounts of reading.  I assigned around ten 

books a semester. 

Devo:  What have you taught besides 

Holocaust/Zionism? 

DT:  I have taught 20th century Europe, 19th 

Century Europe, Modern Germany, 

European Intellectual History, and Modern 

Jewish History.  I am planning to start 

teaching a class on Genocide next year.  

Devo:  Where did you go to college and 

what’s your degree in? 

DT:  I went to the University of California for 

undergraduate school and I majored in 

History.  Then I went to Stanford and got 

my PhD in History.  I also went to Hebrew 

University, Tel Aviv University, and the 

University of Munich.  

Devo:  Have you had any jobs besides 

teaching? 

DT:  No, I've only taught! 

Devo:  When did you move to St. Louis and 

from where? 



DT:  My family and I moved here in July 

from Joplin, Missouri. 

Devo:  What made you decide to move to 

St. Louis? 

DT:  My family wanted to live and a Jewish 

community.  My wife and I wanted to send 

our kids to a Jewish school. 

Devo:  What hobbies do you have?  Favorite 

book?  Favorite movie? 

DT:  I don't have many hobbies but I do 

work out. I am also interested in 

photography.  My favorite movies are 

Letters from Iwo Gima and Flag of our 

Fathers. I can't really pick a favorite book- I 

like all Jewish books, but I guess my favorite 

author would be Steinaltz.  

Devo: How many children do you have and 

how old? Do you have any siblings? 

DT:  I have two children. Shmuel is two 

years old and Shira is five and a half. I have 

one sister who lives in St. Louis, a brother 

who lives in San Francisco, and a sister who 

lives in California.  

Devo:  Whats your overall thoughts of St. 

Louis and Block? 

DT:  Wonderful! Both the girls and boys at 

Block are very capable and good students. 

It’s so nice to be living in a Jewish 

community. 

 

Rabbi Shulman  

Rabbi Shulman joined the Block faculty this year when he took on the position of rabbi at Young 

Israel.  He is the epitome of a “shul man.”  He is a great asset to the school and the entire St. 

Louis Jewish community. 
 

Aliza Kay (AK):  How long have you been in 

St. Louis? 

Rabbi Shulman (RS):  A month. 

AK:  And how do you like the beautiful 

weather here? 

RS:  I came here August first… hottest 

month in my life. They say it gets better 

from here. It’s hard to judge the weather 

from one month. 

AK:  Where have you lived before you 

moved here? 

RS:  Toronto 

AK:  Doesn’t it get much colder there? 

RS:  In the winter it can get much colder 

AK:  So how long have you been teaching 

for? 

RS:  Well… whole professional rabbinate 

which is 15 years. Teaching…on and off.  I 

did a lot of teaching, but not necessarily in 

the formal setting of a school. 

AK:  What jobs have you had before this? 

RS:  Primarily for the last ten years I was the 

Rabbi of Shaarei Shamayin congregation in 

Toronto.  Before that I was the Rabbi of 

Congregation House of Jacob Mikvah Israel 

in Calgary. 

AK:  Where exactly is Calgary? 

RS:  In Western Canada 

AK: I heard you’re somewhat of an expert in 

Navi. 

RS:  I don’t know about an expert in Navi. I 

like to teach Navi.  I wouldn’t call myself an 

expert.  I learned from greater experts.  



AK:  What is it about Navi that appeals to 

you? 

RS:  Most people tend to enjoy a topic 

taught by great teachers.  I had teachers 

who made Tanach come alive for me.  Navi 

has everything in it. 

AK:  So do you have any hobbies you like to 

do? 

RS:  I’m a mohel; I like to play piano. 

AK:  How long have you been playing for? 

RS:  I took lessons as a child and play here 

and there.  I like photography.  I guess you 

could say computers are a hobby of mine. 

AK:  Computers? 

RS:  I took an undergrad in computer 

science. 

AK:  Is there anything else you would like to 

add about yourself? 

RS: I’m enjoying teaching at Block.  My 

primary job here is being the Rabbi of 

Young Israel.  I’ll tell you about my family. 

My wife is from Sydney, Australia.  We have 

six children. The oldest is in Stern, one is in 

Shaalavim for Women.  Two are in Block, 

one in 11th and one in 9th, and then two 

little ones, Galit and Yechiel.  They keep us 

pretty busy.  

AK: I could understand that.  Well thank you 

so much for meeting with me. 

RS: My pleasure. 

 

 

Rabbi Yablok 

Rabbi Yablok joined the St. Louis community this summer.  As many of the Block girls already 

know, his home is always open for visitors.  And, most importantly, his name expresses his true 

feelings toward the school:  YEAH BLOCK!!! 

Avigayil Goldson:  We are so thrilled to have 
you here.  What brought you to St. Louis? 
Rabbi Yablok:  The opportunity to be a part 
of the wonderful Block Yeshiva High School 
community. 
AG:  So how do you like it here?  Do you like 
the weather? 
RY:  I think that it gets pretty bad in New 
York also, so I don’t mind the weather 
because it gets pretty sticky in New York. 
And at least everyone here has central air 
AG:  Don’t you think we kind of need a 
restaurant? 
RY:  Yes, that would be my backup job, if my 
job at Block doesn’t work out. 
AG:  When did you decide to be a teacher? 

RY:  I decided to be a teacher the middle 
end of my first year in Israel. 
AG:  Where did you go to high school and 
yeshiva? 
RY:  MTA, and then 2 years of KBY, and then 
I went to YU. 
AG:  Where did you grow up? 
RY:  I was born in Seattle, Washington, and 
then I moved to Scranton, and then I moved 
to Teaneck, NJ. 
AG:  How long did you live in each place? 
RY:  I lived in Seattle till I was 7, then in 
Scranton till I was 11 and then in Teaneck 
after that. 
AG:  What kind of family did you grow up 
in? 



RY:  Both my parents were teachers.  My 
mother taught me in elementary school, 
and high school was the first time I did not 
have my parents in the administration. 
AG:  What was the craziest thing that you 
did in Yeshiva? 
RY:  UM………Thursday nights we learned 
Mishmar late and we were supposed to go 
to the Kotel for vasikin and I decided to 
learn the entire night through because we 
had to wake up so early and it was not 
worth it, but I collapsed and went to bed, 
and then I overslept, and missed the trip, 
and then Friday night I was a guest at a guy 
learning in the Meer and I fell asleep 
standing up during Davening.  

AG:  Speaking of yeshiva, when do you plan 
to have the Block YESHIVA girls school over 
for a meal? (Sheera Hirschhorn wrote this 
question) 
RY:  I am eager to have everyone over but 
we have to plan early enough so everyone 
can come, but everyone knows where I live, 
and are more then welcome to come over 
anytime. 
AG:  How old are your kids? 
RY:  I have 2 kids.  Shmuel is 3 and was born 
while we were in Israel for a year, and Leah 
is 1 ½, and we have one on the way in 
November. 
AG: Thank you very much!

 

Mrs. Wasser 
Sarah Jampolsky (SJ):  Where did you grow up? 

Mrs. Wasser (MW):  I grew up in Miami, 

specifically in North Miami beach. I moved to 

New York a little before the time I got married. 

SJ:  When did you know you wanted to be a 

teacher? 

MW:  From the time I was young I knew I 

wanted to be a teacher.  Actually when I was in 

elementary school.  

SJ:  What is your favorite subject to teach? 

MW:  I enjoy teaching all classes, but I enjoy 

teaching Chumash the most.   

SJ:  What is your favorite subject to learn? 

MW:  I don’t have a favorite subject that I like 

to learn 

SJ:  How many kids do you have? 

MW:  I have five kids and the oldest is in second 

grade.   

SJ:  Did you go to seminary in Israel, and which 

one did you go to? 

MW:  Yes, I went to Bais Yaakov Yerushalayim. 

 

Mr. McGhee 

Ayelet Ozar (AO):  Where did you go grow up 

and go to school? 

Mr. McGhee (MM):  Quad Cities, Illinois…about 

4 hrs north of here.  I went to Wheaton College, 

bachelors in math, and I’m currently attending 

UMSL, working on my masters. 

AO:  That’s exciting!  What brought you to 

Block? 

(Frem interjects):  His good fortune!! 

MM:  The position was available.  I’ve always 

wanted to teach, didn’t much care for the 

education classes in college, so…that’s why I 

haven’t really been a high school teacher.   



AO:  How did you find out about Block? 

MM:  Through my wife, who works at 

Starbucks…she got to know Rabbi Munk.   

(Frem laughs in the background)   

AO:  Where do you live? 

MM:  I live in the St. Louis County area, by 

Overland…just N of here, it takes about 4 

minutes to get here.  I could do it on bike in 

about 15.   

AO:  When did you move to St. Louis? 

MM:  Last summer…so like, Aug ‘06 

AO:  Do you have children? 

MM:  Yes, my son George just turned 2, and my 

daughter Ruby is due any day now, at any time! 

AO:  That’s so exciting!  Are they named after 

anyone? 

MM:  Between my wife and I, ¾  of our 

grandfathers and my uncles are named George.  

So my son’s name is George Levi McGhee the 

2nd.   And my daughter’s full name is Ruby Rae, 

after my wife’s father. 

AO:  Favorite color?  Favorite book?  Food?  

Anything? 

MM:  I don’t think I have a favorite color 

anymore…at times it was yellow, and at times it 

was black...if you call black a color.  I don’t think 

I have a favorite book.  I’m pretty 

boring…probably my favorite food is 

pizza…everybody likes pizza.   

AO:  Any specifics toppings you like on it? 

MM:  Just meat…lots and lots of meat.  I like 

escargot…I’ve had it two times!! 

AO:  If you could be any item in our classroom, 

what would you be? 

MM:  The window…to let light in. 

AO:  If you could go anywhere in the world 

where would you go? 

MM:  Like for a visit?  Or to live? 

AO:  Either one. 

MM:  I would love to go back and live in 

Chicago…I like Chicago.  Where would I like to 

go?  I am fascinated by large buildings, and as 

such, I wouldn’t mind visiting Dubai, where 

they’re building a building that’s twice the size 

of the Sear’s tower.   

AO:  Thanks…we have to go to class now. 

(continued after class) 

AO:  Do you have any hobbies? 

MM:  I like to read books. 

AO:  Siblings?   

MM:  I have a sister, Rachel.  She’s older than I 

am.   

AO:  How do you feel about the treatment (or 

mistreatment) of animals in the circus?   

MM:  As far as I am aware, I don’t have a 

problem with it because I’m completely 

ignorant.   

AO:  Well have you been to the circus? 

MM:  Yes.  I went to the circus in Moscow.  I 

have a picture of me next to a lion!! 

AO:  That’s really crazy.  Thanks so much for 

your time!!!   

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMER MAY BE OVER, 

BUT THE MEMORIES ARE THERE FOREVER 
Esther Santer 

 

This summer I had the incredible opportunity of going on the NCSY program G.I.V.E for 

the second time.  G.I.V.E is designed to provide high school students the chance to volunteer 

during the summer all across Israel.  My program involved time at multiple soup kitchens, trade 

workshops, old age homes, and hospitals.  Throughout my time on the program, one specific 

event remains in my mind—it was the day we were spending with disabled adults.  As I was 

conversing with one of the adults, I noticed a group of my friends huddled together staring at a 

particular man.  As I am curious, I quickly ended my conversation and joined my friends. 

Without even turning her head, my friend told me to carefully watch what the man was doing.  

I watched him fill a small plastic bag with a napkin, a fork, a knife, a packet of salt, and a packet 

of pepper…again and again.  I wasn’t quite sure what to make of this sense of intrigue that had 

my friends spellbound.  I gave my friend a glance of confusion.  She then said to me, “This man 

is completely blind!”  The simple job of stuffing a bag with silverware suddenly seemed 

amazing.  The man probably had to spend days practicing before he was able to do his job with 

such precision.  Now, with this newfound information, I watched his focus while he carefully 

folded each napkin, how he checked to make sure every fork was facing the correct way…how 

much he seemed to care about doing an excellent job.  I believe that every person has 

limitations, but if we learn to push our limitations aside or use them to the best of our ability, 

we will be able to accomplish almost anything.  

 

Many other students also had funny, exciting, and memorable experiences over the summer. 

 

Tamar Levy — “I went to South Africa with 

my brother and we went on a safari.” 

 

Avigayil Goldson—“I spun through white 

water rapids in Colorado Springs.” 

Farryn Treisman and Devo Esrig—“On Jolt 

(an NCSY program), in the Ukraine…we 

weren’t allowed to put toilet paper in the 

toilets…we didn’t listen and the toilets 

overflowed and backed up the whole 

sewage system.  The crazy Ukrainians yelled  

 

at us and nailed shut our bathrooms for two 

weeks!!  Our sinks became our new toilets.” 

 

Sarah Shapiro—“I worked at a scuba-diving 

shop…my boss sent me to get food for the 

staff and he either wanted a barbecued 

beef sandwich or a turkey sandwich with 

lettuce, tomato, pickle, and mayonnaise…so 

I went and they had barbecued beef and I 

accidentally got him a barbecued beef 



sandwich with lettuce, tomato, pickle, and 

mayonnaise… he wasn’t very happy.” 

 

Mika Krantman—“At Moshava, we took a 

trip to Extreme World and I went bungee 

jumping with friends.” 

 

Abi Epstein—“I volunteered at the St. Louis 

Children’s hospital.”   

 

Aliza Kay—“The highlight of my summer 

was going to Australia on a kiruv program.  I 

pet kangaroos and koalas.  So cute!  I went 

rappelling, sand boarding, and abseiling in 

the outback.  I also loved working with  

Australian kids and trying to imitate their 

accents.” 

 

Dodi Smason—“I went to California and my 

sister got married.” 

Yelly Ozar—“I was a lifeguard in Camp 

Sternberg, and on a crazy trip down the 

Delaware, I saved a canoe.” 

 

Sheera Hirschhorn—“I went on SEG (an 

NCSY program)…One of my friends had her 

birthday at camp and they gave her an 

Entenmanns chocolate cake, but she 

doesn’t eat chocolate, so we pied her with 

the cake and we started a chocolate fight.” 

 

Gaby R—“I went to the Vans Warped Tour, 

which is an all day concert event and I met 

all of my favorite bands.” 

 

Ellie Sonnenwirth—“I worked at a lab at 

WashU and I had my own cubicle.” 

 

Esty Munk—“I went rafting and our whole 

boat flipped over and I was screaming for 

help while everyone was laughing at me for 

struggling in the ankle-high water.” 

 

Adira Axelbaum—“I went to Camp Nageela. 

When we were horse-back riding, there was 

a noise in the forest and my horse reared 

up on its hind legs and it was scary.”  

 

Sivya Smason—“At my sister’s wedding, we 

had a heart-shaped Jacuzzi and we 

screamed at people from the roof of the 

hotel.

 

Sounds like everyone had a great summer!

éAnd Now IntroducingéThe 13 Freshmen!!!  

Sheera Hirschhorn

As we greet the freshman with 

outstretched arms while doing Pilates, I want to 

introduce them to you so you can get to know 

them better.  The Rosh Chodesh committee 

should know that most of the girls enjoy making 

jewelry, dancing, drawing and Daniella Yasinev 

has an extraordinary talent: she can ride a 

camel.  3 of the new students play an 



instrument. Tamar Levy and Sara Esrig play 

piano and Avital plays the flute.  12 of the 13 

girls came to Block Yeshiva from Epstein and 

Avital Shulman came to us from a different 

country!!!  She used to go to attend Eitz Chaim 

Day School in Toronto, Ontario. The entire 9th 

grade agrees that the first week of school was 

good; however, they also claim it was really 

hard and that they had a lot of work.  They all 

really like the lounge and when asked to 

describe it in 5 words or fewer the responses 

ranged from “useful” and “messy” to” DISNEY 

CHANNEL”.  Marla Zimmerman told us that the 

first things she put in the fridge were milk and 

fruit, whereas Sara Esrig put a roll with cheese.  

Avital Shulman hasn’t used the microwave yet, 

but Tamar Levy put a chick patty in it.  Every girl 

in the freshman class owns both a long black 

slinky skirt and a sweatshirt so they’re sure to 

fit in!!  A majority of the new class looks 

forward to Art class most…GO KOOBY!!!  When 

asked how this year compares to last years, 

most girls say that this year is very different, but 

I am sure they will all do fine!!  

A special thanks to Tali Koshner, Marla 

Zimmerman, Tamar Levy, Avital Shulman, Sara 

Esrig and Daniella Yasinev!!  

  

AAuu  RReevvooiirr,,  DDRRMM  
AAbbiiggaaiill  EEppsstteeiinn  

bŜǿ ƭŀǿǎ ǳƴƭƻŎƪ !ǇǇƭŜΩǎ ƛtƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƛ¢ǳƴŜǎ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ 
 

Last year Apple Inc. began a move into the 

French music market. The French 

government disagreed with the idea of 

having Digital Rights Management (DRM) 

laws to protect the songs on iTunes. This 

was hurting the sales of Apple’s products 

because without DRM laws, the prices of 

songs on iTunes increased to roughly five 

U.S. dollars per song. As a result, Apple 

requested that the French government 

change their laws. Originally, if someone 

was caught pirating music in France they 

had to pay a fine of 38 Euros ($48.50). The 

Recording Industry Association of America 

(RIAA) didn’t feel comfortable with such a 

low fine. They wanted to see DRM laws put 

into practice so they could have Apple 

lower their prices.  The only way Apple 

would be able to lower the prices would be 

if the RIAA agreed to sell the songs to Apple 

at cheaper prices.  In order to 

accommodate Apple and the RIAA’s 

request, the French government increased 

their pirating fine to 500,000 Euros 

($638,200) and asked that Apple release 

their format of songs to the French.  By 

releasing this information, the French 

would be able to use their own MP3 players 

as well as iPods to listen to songs from 

iTunes.  The reduction of the price of songs 

on iTunes also helped boost the economy in 

France because more people started buying 

MP3 players.  The French now have a lower 

price in iTunes and they do not have DRM 

laws.  This may cause changes within the 

next five to ten years as developing 

countries and possibly even the U.S. see 

that DRM is not necessary. 



Restaurant Night at Kohnôs 

Farryn Treisman 

 Simon Kohns, run by Lenny Kohn 

and his family, has been in business since 

1963 as the St. Louis Jewish community’s 

deli and Kosher food store.  They are open 

as a deli all week, (except Shabbos of 

course!) and people from all over St. Louis 

can buy fresh meat, deli products, and 

many other kosher foods.  About a year 

ago, they decided to open every Thursday 

night as a restaurant as a fundraiser for 

NCSY.  The menu changes every week, 

ranging from soups, sandwiches, hot dogs, 

hamburgers, ribs, 

salads, and of 

course, desserts.  

As an added 

bonus, a few of the Block girls were hired 

through NCSY as waitresses for the 

restaurant.  

 Everyone at Kohn’s is friendly.  The 

restaurant is very big, and is constantly 

filled with hungry people.  The food is 

brought out very quickly, and there is no 

wait to get an order, even if it’s take out.  

Aliza Kay, Sophia Rivkin and I started 

waitressing there this year.  It’s a very fun 

job, and we enjoy the atmosphere Kohn’s.  

With very affordable prices, it’s a popular 

lunch spot, especially for the block girls.   

 The food served on Thursday night is 

different from what’s 

served during the week, 

although some of the 

favorites are still served.  

There‘s even sushi!!  The restaurant is open 

from 5:30 until 8 every Thursday night.  I 

definitely recommend the egg rolls and the 

Caesar salad.  

Not only is Kohn’s open on Thursday 

nights now, but Pratzels, our very own 

kosher bakery, has moved into the 

restaurant.  They have opened a bakery 

inside Kohn’s, so now we are able to 

purchase bagels, donuts, cakes, challahs, 

and other delicious treats there.  It’s a big 

advantage now for the block girls to go and 

get food from Pratzels (sorry Block boys).  

Kohn’s is a great place to get everything you 

need, and is definitely rated 5 out of 5 

stars!!  They have been very successful in 

their Thursday night restaurant.  Make sure 

to go check it out…. And even give some 

good tips to your waitresses!! J  

 

 



COATS FOR KIDS PROVIDES WARMTH AND SECURITY 

TO NEEDY KIDS 

Chaya Bracha Morris 

 These letters and pictures were sent to me from Jennifer Whyman.  She is the Coats for 

Kids coordinator who worked with us in our drive last winter.  I want to tell you want happened 

to the coats you so generously donated.  They were brought to a special haven – a home for 

abused women and children.  Women flee to this home and are taken care of.  The home gives 

them food, clothes, childcare, and bus fares to help them get jobs and gain independence.  

From these letters you can see that these coats go to real children who really need our help.  I 

hope this inspires you to gear up for the coming winter season!  Everyone can make a small 

effort that can save a child much pain in the coming cold.  Coats for Kids collection baskets will 

soon be put up in the front hallway of Block Yeshiva Girls School.  Thank you everyone!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Frened, 

Tnek you for the cout.  It is 

cumfi and wourm.  I was 

waring it today at resisis… 

 Youer frened Shafi 

  

My coat is very warm!  

 

Thanks,  

Curtis 
Dear Chaya, 

I received some thank you notes and 

wanted to share with you!  I hope you 

are well!  Please let the students at 

Block Yeshiva know we appreciate 

them! 

 Jennifer Whyman 

 Coats For Kids 



Block Yeshivaõs banginõ First Week of School  

Chaya Bracha Morris 

 The first week of school is 

the typical student’s most dreaded time of 

year.  It’s the time of year that seems to go 

by so quickly you can see your arm hairs 

growing.  But at Block Yeshiva, our new 

student council started the year off 

with a BANG.  Ok, so it wasn’t really 

a bang.  It was a quieter beginning 

than that.  It really started off with 

sounds of munching and soft Pilates 

tunes.  Mika Krantman and Shira 

kandel, our President and Vice 

President, respectively, along with Mrs. 

Friedman and Mrs. Fremerman, organized 

our terrific opening activity.  We started the 

morning with an orientation speech from 

Rabbi Munk.  We then all hiked the “terrible 

distance” to the lounge for a nutritious 

salad bar.  The activity was topped off with 

a relaxing and endorphin filled Pilates class 

at the JCC with our instructor Monica.  We 

all left refreshed and ready to stroll relaxed 

through our first week of school.   

That was not all our hard-

working student council had in mind 

for our first week of school!  Little did 

we know that they had prepared a 

game of Secret Moses for us.  The 

rules went as follows:  each student 

got her very own Jewish Moses.  

Every Jewish Moses’s job was to spatter her 

partner’s first week of school with sweet 

notes and small gifts.  This turned out to be 

a wonderful game.  Both activities were fun 

ways to begin what promises to be a 

sublime year! 

 

 

college corner  

Mme White 

TIPS FOR FINANCIAL PLANNING

As students begin to narrow their college 
choices, their families should determine which 
forms they need in order to be considered for 
financial assistance. 
Most schools require the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) which becomes 
available after January l. 

Some schools require an additional form that 
can be filed as soon as October of the senior 
year. 
Washington University offers a free, simple form 
called the FFP-EZ, found online at 
ffpez.wustl.edu.  The FFP-EZ is used to 
determine the estimated family contribution. 
Alternatively, families applying to more than one 
private college or university may file the CSS 
profile, which charges registration and 



processing fees.  This application is available online at www.collegeboard.com.  
 
 
 
Some hints for filling out the CSS profile: 

¶ After filing online, it takes one week to process an application.  Plan accordingly for deadlines.  

¶ Double check the college codes; a wrong code could mean a delay in getting information to the 
school of the studentôs choice.  

¶ Families are not likely to have the current yearôs income tax return to fill out the profile.  It is fine 
to use estimates based on the previous year.  

¶ For parents who are divorced or separated, the custodial parent is responsible for completing the 
CSS profile. Some schools will require the other parent to file a noncustodial profile.  

¶ Information cannot be revised once the profile is sent, so review everything carefully before 
submitting online.  If there are changes or updates after the profile is submitted, they can be sent 
to the individual colleges.  

 
Financial Aid Meeting for Senior Parents on October 23, 2007, at 7:00pm at the Girlsô School 
This is a very helpful and informative meeting presented by an Advisor from Commerce Bank. 
 
 

 

How to Make a French Braid 
Sarah Jampolsky 

 

For either single or pig tails 

Practice on another person before yourself J 

 

Step one: 

Take two inch portion of hair at the top of your head, and separate it into 3 pieces. 

Step two: 

Place right piece over the center piece, as you would a normal braid.  Instead of continuing the braid 

right away, grab another portion of your hair (That is not yet in the braid) from the farthest portion on 

the left of your head, and add it to that 1st piece (originally on the right).  The amount of hair you grab 

should be about a one inch square. Reverse and do again, put the left piece over the center, and grab 

another portion of your hair from the farthest portion of hair on the RIGHT side of your head, and add it 

to the piece that was originally on the left side.    

Step three: 

Continue repeating step two until there is no more hair you can add to the braid.  When you are finished 

braid all your hair like normal to the bottom.   

 

YAY YOU DID A FRENCH BRAID!! 
 

http://www.collegeboard.com/


 

You should wear a polo with your 

favorite jean skirt and a pair of retro 

Nikes!      

 

You should wear a vintage T, faded 

jean skirt, ballet flats, and a head 

scarf to accessorize! 

 

You should wear a Juicy zip up with 

your most expensive jean skirt and a 

pair of Uggs! 

 

 

The most comfortable thing you own is 

A. Nike Shocks 
B. A zip up hoodie 
C. Jean skirt 

 

The music you listen to is heard 

A. On the radio 
B. Only on your ipod 
C. At a party 

 

To which city would you like to travel the  

most? 

A. New York 
B. London 
C. Paris 

 

How do you accessorize your outfits? 

A. With a cute clutch or pin 
B. With lots of jewelry 
C. With the coolest makeup 

 

Friends know you for your collection of 

A. Sneakers in every color 
B. Ballerina flats 
C. High heels 

 

After school you can be found 

A. At Basketball practice 
B. Studying for SATs 
C. Shopping at the mall 

 

If you could have a celeb closet it would be 

A. Scarlet Johanson 
B. Mischa Barton 
C. Lindsay Lohan 

 
What is your dream car? 

A. BMW, Baby 
B. VW Bug 
C. Cadillac Escalade 



 

 

 

Abi Epstein 
 

Thursday September 20th started out as 

a regular day at Block Yeshiva High School, but 

everyone was soon reminded of the days’ 

agenda. Every year between Rosh HaShana and 

Yom Kippur the girls of Block Yeshiva do 

Tashlich. This year the girls were told to bring 

their lunches for a picnic at the Tashlich site. 

After a scenic drive past fields and barns they 

arrived to the park where they were going to do 

Tashlich. Everyone gathered at the picnic tables, 

ate their lunches and took pictures. Some girls 

went to feed the birds, others went and sat by 

the water. When the girls were finished reciting 

Tashlich they were called back to the tables. 

Once everyone was settled down they were 

given papers with the name of another girl in 

the school. Their task was to write nice things 

about that person or write them a letter. The 

girls handed in the papers when they were 

done and headed back to school. Back at school 

the girls entered the Beit Midrash where they 

were treated to an inspiring speech from Rabbi 

Menachem Kirschner.  Thank you to everyone 

who helped plan this activity! 

 

  

 



 

 

 

  

 

Dear YELLY, who knows how to cook, 

 

As we come out of our last period class, happily anticipating the never ending time between when school 

lets out and we actually leave, many of us notice the absence of a select few students, not that it’s hard or 

anything. And then we remember, “Oh yeah, AP Bio…ah, they’ll be out within the next ten 

minutes…maybe…if we’re lucky…Hey Shira, can you believe how much English homework we have?!” We 

forget the shocking situation of our brethren (er, sistren?) and continue with our droning, monotonous 

lives, which are surprisingly surprising. However, as tribute to you and your fellow AP BIO warriors and vets, 

I have comprised a list of exciting things to do in St. Louis during your (cough) existent free time. 

1. Turn on your computer
1
. Turn off. Repeat. 

2. If you have successfully completed the first step in #1, double click on the Firefox icon. If you are 
part of the increasingly smaller percentage of the population who refuses to convert from Internet 
Explorer, please have a younger sibling visit this site: http://www.mozilla.com/en-
US/products/download.html?product=firefox-2.0.0.7&os=win&lang=en-US. They’ll know what to 
do. 

3. For those times when you zone out while writing a paper for English and doodle dinosaurs
2
 all over 

your French book, it’s useful to know the time
3
, and even better to check it on your brand new 

Rolex Submariner. With your donation of $6,495 to the school, we’ll be glad to ship one to you, 
free of charge! If not, go to: http://rolex.com/en/index.jsp#/en/xml/collection/extraordinary-
watches/submariner/index and download the screensaver. It actually has the right time. 

4. When you’re in the mood for a good, exploding whale movie (don’t worry
4
, it’s already dead) go 

to: http://youtube.com/watch?v=AtVSzU20ZGk 
5. Now, if you decide you’re a really, really, really cool person, make an account at: 

http://ppx.popsci.com/. You get to invest in the future- it’s for all you interested in investing in the 
stock market, people infatuated with science, environmentalists, and people who do anything if its 
free

5
. 

6. If you haven’t wasted your time buying 300 shares on the prediction that Jatropha-oil-derived 
biodiesel will be exported to Europe or the U.S. by the end of 2008, find some instant messaging 
server and start typing. I’m not suggesting that you might talk to people you haven’t met or 
members of the opposite sex

6
, but you might want to try out some of the emoticons popular 

among this generation’s youngsters. They include: 
 

: D  -- person who is laughing 

: D*   -- person who is laughing because he doesn’t realize he has spider on his chin 

  :     (   -- person who is sad because he has a shark for a nose 

Alrighty, Yelly, I reckon you’ll have plenty to do if you decide to give your AP Bio book a nap. Thanks for 

being the best editor, (I have her autograph and phone number!) we love you! A lot! Eat more Cheezits. 

 

Always, your biggest fan, 

MOI (Davita)  

P.S. Some of this stuff was really made up by Dave Barry.   

 

Letter(s) to the Editor  

 

http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/products/download.html?product=firefox-2.0.0.7&os=win&lang=en-US
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/products/download.html?product=firefox-2.0.0.7&os=win&lang=en-US
http://rolex.com/en/index.jsp#/en/xml/collection/extraordinary-watches/submariner/index
http://rolex.com/en/index.jsp#/en/xml/collection/extraordinary-watches/submariner/index
http://youtube.com/watch?v=AtVSzU20ZGk


MAZEL TOV!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

 

¶ Mazel Tov to Farryn Treisman on being chosen as the 2007 Outstanding Leader of St. 

Louis County from our school.   

¶ Mazel Tov to Adam Ariel on being named National Honor Society Student and being 

inducted into the Society 

¶ Mazel Tov to the Goldson family on the recent Bar-Mitzvah of their son Yitzchak Meir 

¶ Happy Birthday to Rabbi Munk this past September 19th!!! 

¶ Mazel Tov to Esty on getting her braces on!!! 

¶ Welcome to Shani and Elianna the new Sheirut Leumi girls!! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
¶ Yelly loves Farryn 

¶ The Seminaries and Yeshivas are coming!!!!  YAYYYY!!!!  Here’s the schedule so far: 

YESHIVA VISITS 
2007-2008 

 
YESHIVA NAME          DATE   TIME     LOCATION 
Leadership Yeshiva Academy    Monday, Oct.29              AM                      Boys 
B’Not Torah       Tuesday, Oct. 30     ?          Girls 
Midreshet Amit      Friday, Nov. 2  AM    Girls 
Midreshet Tehila                        Tuesday, Nov. 6              l:00pm            Girls 
Tiferet                   Tuesday, Nov. 13                 ?                        Girls 
Medreshet Moriah      Wednesday, Nov. 14     ?     Girls 
Michlalah                  Thursday, Nov. 15  AM     Girls 
Medreshet Harova      Monday, Nov. 26      ?                  Girls 
MMY        Wednesday, ,Nov. 28             ?                          Girls 
Derech Etz Chaim      Wednesday, Dec. 19    AM                      Boys            

 

Around the Block staff: 

Editor:  Ayelet Ozar 

Reporters, Photographers, everything-ers:  Devorah Esrig, Abigail Epstein, Farryn Treisman, 

Mika Krantman, Avigayil Goldson, Aliza Kay, Esther Santer, Sarah Jampolsky, Chaya Bracha 

Morris, Sheera Hirschhorn  

Cheerleader and Nudzeh: Mme White 


